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The Epiſtle. 

(ome Reader, py) bearers , IT ani ver) 

much prieved that I have no good news to ac- 
commodate you withalh” yet being, in a manner en- 
gaged, to write unto you ſuch news, which I partly 
know by experience to be trut, I have imboldned 
my [elf to preſent uttto the view of the world,this lit- 
the booke of mine, called, -Englands unhappy 
changes, or feare of. a ſudden alteration, 
which is like to inſue, except the Lord of bis mercy 
prevent it : Wherein you may, benold as in.g pro” 
ſpefive- vlaſſe, the manifeſt tx oubles and calamities 
of this our bleeding Kingdome. . Bs FO 

It is a piffure, not drawne tg the life, but to the 
death of many thouſand late valiant*bearted En- 
gliſh-men, but boping that, God:in his good time, 
will bind up toe wounds,of i this broken-bearte hing= 
dome. 

I, the Author of this booke, doe wiſh to all them 
that love Gods word, and true Religion, true peace 
inthis world, and i in the werld to Fox eternal Wy, 
fineſſe. 

5d Yours to command, 
fo long. 9 you obey Gods - 

EY Pangements. | 
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Enplands unhappy changes 
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Sudden Alceration. 


« Amine, Fire, and the Sword, have long 
time aCted their bloody Tragedies, in 


- many a forraigne Nation and Country, as 


it is known to the Chriſtian world ; Hun- 
varia hath been terrified by the Sword, Po- 
land hath been waſted by fire, Bohemia hath 
been waſted by fire and ſword, Fratxce hath 
been bloodily maſſacred, and Germany hath 
had along continuing Famine,  - 

In all which time England hath flouriſhed 
like a beautifull bay-tree, planted by the ri« 
ver ſide, whoſe leaves withered not at any 
ſeaſon. | Gy 

Never was Kingdome or Nation indued 
with more ſtore of heavenly and earthly 
blefiings, then was this Iſland of England, as 
namely the light of the Goſpel] te illumi- 
nate our ſoules , Gods holy word to dire& 
'our waies and ations, faith, hope, & cha- 
rity, abounded in the hearts of the people, 

bre- 


PT 5) 
brethren held faſt in the bonds of amity, 
vows andpromiſes were faithfully kept,and 
neighbours did lovingly agree together ; 


| then was hatred, envy, and malice, held in 


derifion ; then was talking without lying, 
love without flattering, joy without ſor- 
rowing, and true peace without Civill war, 
and difſention. | 
Now, whilſt theſe golden dayes of peace 
did continue, Engliſh-men behaved them- 
ſelves ſo bravely abroad, that the whole 
world ſtood in feare of them, + The ver 
Heathens, Pagans, Turks, Jews, and Infi- 
dells, did eyen tremble to hear of our Navy 
by Sea, and our Army by Land for by the 
noble valour of our truſty friends, were our 
forraigne enemies ſubdued ; by them were 
the Spaniard chaſed,the French tamed,and 
the Iriſh Rebells kept in ſubje&ion. And 


thus did our Land for many years together 


increaſe in happineſfle, and far exceed other 
Kingdoms and Provinces, having all things 


at will that mens hearts would wiſh for, or 


their tongues deſire, 
But now behold, here comes a ſudden al- 
teration which hath turned our joy into 


{orrow, our mirth into mourning, and our | 


peace into war. 
_A3 Satan 


£6) 


Satan that old enemy of mankind,having 
made as it were,” a bargaine with the ſins of 
this Nation, whereby tO worke our ever- 
_ laſting deftru&ion and overthrow ; Theſe 
two Malignants,Sin and the Devil. ſtrives to 


get the upper-hand of us all, and ſo beganne 
Englands woes. 


And now is our Land in generall diſtra- 
&tion,ſome are become contemners of Gods 
word, ſome are diſpiſers of Gods Miniſters; 
ſome there are that wiſh for wars, and too 
coo few there be amongſt us, which doe pra- 
Aice for true peace, 

Yet I feare there are many that will lifr 
ap their hands and eices towards heaven,and 
cry peace, prace, when their hearts are alto- 
gether 1 45) vive to war,bur they that are de- 
tirous to injoy the ſweet and bounrtifull 


bletiings of a happy peace, muſt praftice for 
it in their lives and converſations. 


But tv go forward with that which is al- 
ready begun ; We ſee poore bleeding Eng- 
land is already become her own enemy, and 
moſt .grievoully wounded with her owne 
weapons, fin and iniquity being the firſt be- 
ginners: of this quarrel. 

"If. we read and make or uſe of the Scri- 
ptuves, | we may find that many great Citics 


and 
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and Kingdomes, have quite been plucked up 


by the roots for ſinne, and no memory lett 
of them, but onely here they lived, or here 
they ſtood : and can Engliſh :men and wo- 
men then thinke daily to runne forward iti 
their unrepented fins, without any intermiſ- 
ſion or ſorrow for the ſame. Hath Sathan 
{o much blinded our eyes, and hardened our 
hearts, that our hearts cannot be mollified; 
nor our eyes ſhed forth ſome ſhowers of 
teares to coole the heate of Gods fire? hath 
the alterations of times, and changes of o- 
pinions, fo corrupted our Nation, that we 
prefer blood-ſhed before peace, diſ-loyalty 
before obedience, perjury before truth, and 
fin before repentance z then are wee yet in a 
miſerable condition : It is ſaid that when 
theLord is angry with finners,he holds three 
whips in his hand ; which three whips are, 
peſtilence, the ſ\word,and famine, yet he ne- 
ver drawes blood with them, till fuch time 
our faults are many, and our ſinnes hai- 
nouns. 

We have here inEngland felt the ſmart of 
rwo of Gods whips 'very lately; peſtilence & 
the word, hath already drawn blood, 8& the 
{courge of famine is like to follow after,ex- 
cept the Lordbee more mercifull ynto us : 

NT A 4 doe 


6 
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they repented. 


$) 

do we not ſee that a LV of corne, and 
victuals,is at ſuch anexceflive rate,infomuch 
that both in the City and Country, many 
poore people periſh through want of food; 
do we not likewiſe ſee,that among tradeſ- 
men, that trading grows ſo dead, that no 
monles is to bee got ? Doe weenot know, 
that fince the times are changed from better 
to worle, that rich mens hearts are changed 
from fleſh to flint, and that they hold it a 
poynt of Popery,to beſtow any charity up- 
on the poore : All which doth prognoſti- 
cate a fearfull Vnbappy Change in England. 
Now therefore,'tis high time,for us to turn 
unto the Lord, by prayer, and mourning 3 
letus conſider this, and lay it to heart,how 
that the Lord would not have deſtroyed the 
City of Sodome with fire and brimſtone, had 

Neither would hee have drowned the 
world in the time of Noab, had the people 
truely repented,Gen.19.24. And had not we 
diſobeyed the will of God, theſe miſcries 
which we now indure, had not befaln us. 
' When wee injoyed the bleſing of ſweet 
peace, which is the very life of a Kingdom, 
we could not be coteat,we could not praiſe 


{50d for his bleſſings, and now for our yn. 


th ank- 
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(19) 
thankfullnes, the Lord hath ſent the ſword 
amongſtus,which hath changed our former 
peace, into a bloody war: and except we 
repent, we are all like to periſh. 

Wherfore I defire your chriſtian-patience 
to marke and make gooduſe of theſe fol- 
ing lines, wherein ſhal be expreſt particular- 
ly,the manner of thoſe bloody and unnatu- 
rall civill wars, together with the troubles, 
vexations, and diſtrafttions, which are now 


in our Kingdome of England. 
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Tere folhaweth. a briefe Deſcription af Englands 
bleeding miſeries, tis very well worth the gbſer- 
vation, and wort by to be kept in memory. 


T is very well knowne, to many in this 
Kingdome of England, that not long ſmce, 
we had great. hopes of a ſafe & well groun- 
ded peace, and that the Souldiers ſhould be 
totally disbanded,bur alafſe,there is no ſuch 
thing like to beperformed nor is the world 
one jot better ; but rather worſe theneverir\ 
was,and we may well be ſure that the Lond 

is angry with us for our wicked doings. 
We may juſtly ſay with the lamenting Pro- 
pher, the Lord hath a controverſie with the 
inhabi- 


(10) 


| habitants of the land becauſe there is no truth, 


nor mercy,nor knowledge of Godin the land, 
by ſwearing,and lying,and killing,and ſtealing 
and whoring, they break out, and blood hath 
couched blood, Hoſea 4.1 ,2, £- 

Tis true, but I would to God it were falſe, 
that blood hath touched blood, and that very 
deeply, there is never a County, Thire,nor C1- 


ty in England, from the Mount in Cornwaltin 


the Weſt, to the town of Barwick 1n the North 
but hath taſted and dearly paid, for this bloo- 
dy cup of civill war. 

Whereby ſome have loſt their goods, fome 
have loſt their lives; and many thouſands 
have loſt both goods & lives: fo that the coun- 
cry people in many places did not know what 
io do, nor whether to run to hide themſelves 
from the terrible ſtroak of death. 

Atnight, when men ſhould have taken their 
reſt, the Drums did beat vp their martiall al- 
larums.and the Trumpets did ſound forth their 
dolefull muſick of bloody delignes. 

By Day,when men ſhould goe to their [a- 
Lour,thetr cattle and horſes were taken up for 
ſervice,and the twogreat armies in the bowels 
of our Kingdome, were continually preparing 
{or battaile. 

' Andthis was the only cauſe of our eros 
CEL an 
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(11) | 
and troubles;and had it not bin for this, there 
would not have bin ſo many newſes of taking 
of Towns, firing of Houſes, plundering of Ci- 
ties,raviſhing of Women, and deflowring of 


_ Virgins: had it not been for theſe Wars, there 


had not bin ſo many Lords, Knights,Colonels, 
and Captains impriſoned, nor ſo many inno- 
cent people have loſt their lives. 

Thoſe unnaturall civill wars,hath made ma- 
ny woful mothers to bewail the death of their 
ſlain ſons, many filters to mingle teares with 
their brothers blood:many fatherleſle children 
tro want good nouriſhiaent : And many a 
mournfull widdow to fit: weeping all alone 
for want cf the company of her lare deceaſed 
husband. 

Moreover the conſideration of theſe late ex- 
tremitics makes the Kingdomes of Enpland & 
Scotland , together with the Principality of 
I/ales, and Dutchy of Cornwall, [tand great- 
ly in feare. For why, if theſe unnaturall ci- 
vill Warres ſhould oe forward, as God for- 
bid they Thould, there is no raan can tell how 
long, fer how little a while hee ſhall enjoy, 


_ that hee hath now in poſſc{iion, for that which 


The Peers is not certain of his Land,the rich 
Man of his Eſtate The Citizens of their 
| bs mer- 


1s wonne to day, may bce loſt tomorrow : 


(12) 
merchandize, the tradeſman of his calling, nor 
the poore min of his life, of this we have al- 
ready had woful experience, and by the means 
of this home-bred warres, have many thous 
fands of Engl; men periſhed by the ſword : 


one friend fighting againſt another, 


It is knowne that fince theſe rumours be- 
gan in England, that the Father hath fought 
againſt his owne ſonne, the ſonne againſt his 
fxcher, brother, againt brother ; friend, a- 
g2inſt friend ; neighbour, againſt neighbour ; 
and” ons Citizen againſt the other ; and they 
that heretofore were loving friends are now 


become morrtall enemies : A proofe whereof 


is plainly to be feen berween the Engliſh, and 
the £:925, who whe at firſt they injoyned and 
united themſelves together , they tooke both 
one Covenant, they bore armes both on one 
behalfe, rhzy went both under one pay, or 
promiſe, they fought both againit one Party, 


. and now through diverſity of opinions, and 


fome other unknowne cauſes, are theſe old 
friends become new enemies, and as it is ſup- 
poſed by many, there wiltfudden changes be 


. between them and us. 
' Seeing then that nothing but fire and ſward, 
wrath, and revenge, blood-ſhed, and flaug h- 


ter is chreatned among ns, what then r e- 


maines 


| 
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maines bnt that we ſend up our humble petitis. 


ons, for peace and truth, unto the God of 
peace, who is able ina moment of time, to 


change forrowes into joy, and warre into 


SSSESD SSIS 


Here followeth the faithſwll-hearted Subjects , 
Humble Petition , ſor Peace, which 
hee preferreth to the Almighty 

= Lordand King of Hea- 
venand Earth. 


| 


Pſal.95.6. O come,letins worſhip and hoe down * 


and hneele before the Lord our Maker. 


live, move; and have our beeing, thou whom 
the Windes, and Seas obey, in whoſe power- 


full hands, are all the corners of the earth; we - 


thy poore diſtreſſed people, and children. doe 
in all kumility of fpirit, ſend up our Petitions 
unto'the Throne of thy divine Majeſty, defir- 
ing upon the bended knees of our penitent 


hearts 


THOU eternall and everliving Lord: 
God, of Heaven'and Eatth; in whom we 


h ( 14) h 
hearts that thou wilt be pleaſed to hear and 
graciouily to anſwer, theſe our ſupplicati- 
ons Which we make unto thee.  * 
We do acknowledge,O Lord,that our fins 
have deſerved eternall deftrution, both of 
our bodies and ſoules. And thoſe plagues 
and warres which thou haſt ſent upon this 
Kingdom,are but gentle corre&jons, in re- 
ard of oug,manitold tranigreiltons' which 
we have committed againt thee, + 
Neverthelefte; gogd ;hprd, although our 


finnes are ſo many and {5 grcivous, wee be- 


ſeech thee for thy. tender. mercies ſake, to | 


behold us with the eye of pitty, and pacify 
. theſe. civill >eut-rages. which are ſpread 
through this land:and. if itbe thy blefledwil, 
take away this bloody cttp from our finfull 
Nation : let ps.not periſh by the fword : as 


kindred haye :already (done: : it is onely 
in thy power'OLord;to fave us or to deftroy 
_ US, . 6*a:l.y I F024 95! OR PRORAS 
{ . The Kingly Prophtt David, plainly doth 
. eitlc that lies nor inafie power abanin, 
.___ norin theſtrength ot Elephants,tocomuer 
. - and ſubdue, biit inthe hands 'of the: Lord, 
.* that raiſcth up, and pulleth down, ſo that 
” #iftheLordbeonour fide, though ten ae 
{an 
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ſand times ten thouſand ſhonld ſet them- 


ſelves againſt us, wee need not feare: but if 
the Lords anger be kindled againſt us, what 
fleſh is able ro indure his wrath. | 

Therefore againe,and agaihgwe pray thee: 
that thou wilt once more ſto pe mouth of. 
this devouring montter, civill ar, andlet 
true peace return With ſpecd, unto her old- 
acquaintance, and have a ſettled habitation 
in and throughout the Dominions of Eng- 
land, Scotland,and Ireland. _ 

Lord ſend us ſuch a peace as may indure 
amopg'us, fo long as our lives indure, and 


- conſequently, let the ſweet —_— of true 


peace, continue In this Kingdom from ge- 
neration to generation.till the whole world 
ſhall be diflolved: And for the better ſupply 
of this peace ſo long hoped for, good God 
ſend a ſpeedy unzgn; b rein Kings moſt 
Excellent Majcſty and the Parlijament,to the 
laſting joy and comfort of all his true-hears 
ted Subjets, which doe heartily love eur 
Royall King Charles, and his hopefull off- 


_ ſpring, 


Adde years to his dayes, © Lord, as thou 
didſt unto that good King Hezekjab; indue 
him with Samſens ſtrength, Davids valour, & 
Solomons wildome : So that hee may bea 


main- 
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texror to his enemies. So. that Charles. our 


gftof ou: daics in Peace and Unitie, to 
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Gods great glory , and our. owne Soules 
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maintainer | of true Religion,, a ſurpriſer 
King, and wee his Subje&s, may ſpend the. 


vineſſe ; To the which,let all good peo- 


ftition,a lover of his friends, and a - 
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